September 27, 2019

set of regulatory guidance in a timely
manner and a failure of our govern-
ment to adequately prepare the Amer-
ican people for natural disasters and to
provide relief for suffering commu-
nities.

I happen to represent the great State
of Colorado’s Second Congressional
District, and my State is no stranger
to catastrophic weather events. Exac-
erbated by the dangers we face from
the threat of climate change, we regu-
larly experience forest fires, tornadoes,
and other disasters. Six years ago, we
experienced historic flooding most se-
verely impacting Boulder County and
Larimer County, both counties in my
district.

In September of 2013, we were inun-
dated with heavy rainfall with up to 15
inches of rainfall in 1 week in some
areas. The result was devastating
flooding across the front range of Colo-
rado.
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The storms took the lives of 10 Colo-
radans and caused nearly $4 billion in
damage across 21 counties in our State,
the most expensive disaster in Colo-
rado’s history. Rivers and creeks over-
flowed. Waters seeped into the homes
of thousands and displaced 18,147 people
across our State. Roads and bridges, as
you can see here, were completely
washed out. Much infrastructure was
destroyed.

My district, as I mentioned, contains
two of the counties that were the hard-
est hit by these events, Boulder and
Larimer Counties.

Yet, today, more than 6 years later,
many of these communities have still
not been able to recover from the flood-
ing fully.

Rebuilding from a disaster this se-
vere is a lengthy and expensive process.
However, it is made more difficult by
Federal grant regulations set by the
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, or FEMA, that require cities and
counties to rebuild infrastructure in
the exact same way it had been built
before the disaster in order to qualify
for reimbursement.

If these counties were to rebuild the
roads and bridges that were destroyed
in the flood the same way they were
originally built, it would put these
same communities at risk of future dis-
asters once again.

There is a lack of clarity and consist-
ency for these cities and counties, as
well as countless other cities and coun-
ties across the country, in FEMA’s cur-
rent determination of reimbursements.

Many projects in my district have
been deemed ‘‘not cost-effective’ be-
cause the counties made an adjustment
and wanted to improve their infra-
structure, not just rebuild the same
road right next to a river that would be
washed out again with the next flood.

Now, the good news is, Madam
Speaker, that Congress has already
acted in a bipartisan way to show that
we understand this problem. Section
1235 of the Disaster Recovery Reform
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Act passed last year, in 2018, and it re-
quired that FEMA issue interim guid-
ance, which is based on ‘‘the latest con-
sensus-based codes and standards”
within 60 days of that law being en-
acted.

Just to give you a sense of context in
terms of time, the law was signed by
the President on October 5, 2018. It has
been almost an entire year since this
bill was signed into law, yet FEMA has
issued no interim guidance.

I understand. I get it. I recognize
that it may take longer than 60 days,
maybe 90 days, maybe 120 days. But an
entire year?

This endangers not just the financial
security of counties in Colorado that
have millions of dollars at risk based
on the pending project determinations,
but it demonstrates a fundamental fail-
ure by the United States Government.
There is simply no excuse for the ex-
tensive delay that FEMA has taken in
issuing this interim guidance.

Millions of dollars are at risk every
day that counties have to wait to learn
if their projects will be reimbursed or
covered under FEMA rulemaking.

I know there are hardworking people
at FEMA who are doing their jobs each
and every day to protect communities
across our country, but I would just
implore the Agency—and we have cer-
tainly communicated this directly to
the Agency—that it should not have
taken 6 years for communities to re-
build their infrastructure after a flood
fully, and it certainly should not be
caused by delays from red tape at the
Federal level.

Promises were made by the Agency
to get this rulemaking done. I urge
FEMA to take action to issue this
guidance in the last few days of Sep-
tember, as they promised.

We have just a few more days,
Madam Speaker, until the month con-
cludes. My constituents are waiting.
The counties are waiting. The country
is waiting. I ask FEMA to not allow for
any other delays, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 1590. An act to require an exercise re-
lated to terrorist and foreign fighter travel,
and for other purposes.

———
SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to an enrolled bill of the Senate of
the following title:
S. 239.—An act to require the Secretary of

the Treasury to mint coins in recognition of
Christa McAuliffe.

————————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported that on September 27,
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2019, she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bill:

H.R. 4378. Making continuing appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2020, and for other pur-
poses.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 3 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, Octo-
ber 1, 2019, at 9 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2350. A letter from the Acting Principal Di-
rector, Defense Pricing and Contracting, De-
fense Acquisition Regulations Systems, De-
partment Defense, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Defense Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation Supplement: Restrictions on
Use of Lowest Price Technically Acceptable
Source Selection Process (DFARS Case 2018-
D010) [Docket: DARS-2018-0055] (RIN: 0750-
AJ74) received September 19, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

2351. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Transition Assistance Program
(TAP) for Military Personnel [Docket ID:
DOD-2019-0S-0079] (RIN:0790-AK80) received
September 19, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

2352. A letter from the Alternate OSD
FRLO, Office of the Secretary, Department
of Defense, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Transitional Compensation (TC)
for Abused Dependents [Docket ID: DOD-
2016-0S-0116] (RIN: 0790-AI9) received Sep-
tember 19, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

2353. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
General Counsel, Division of Regulatory
Services, Office of Special ED and Rehabili-
tative Services, Department of Education,
transmitting the Department’s final priority
and requirements — Technical Assistance on
State Data Collection-National Technical
Assistance Center to Improve State Capacity
to Collect, Report, Analyze, and Use Accu-
rate Early Childhood IDEA Data [Docket ID:
ED-2019-OSERS-0075] received September 18,
2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

2354. A letter from the Senior Trial Attor-
ney, Office of Chief Counsel, National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting the
Department’s and Agency’s withdrawal of
waiver; final rule — The Safer Affordable
Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule Part
One: One National Program [NHTSA-2018-
0067; EPA-HQ-OAR-2018-0283; FRIL-9981-74-
OAR] (RIN: 2127-AL76) (RIN: 2060-AU09) re-
ceived September 20, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.
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